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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PBOR, LY 

SUBJECT: LARG CLAIM TO GULF OF SIRTE 

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF NOTE WHICH DEPARTMENT DELIVERED 
TO LIBYAN EMBASSY, WASHINGTON ON FEBRUARY 11, 1974: 

2. QUOTE THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE ACKNOWLEDGES RECEIPT OF 
THE NOTE DATED OCTOBER 11, 1973, FROM THE EMBASSY OF THE 
LIBYAN ARAB REPUBLIC AND REFERS TO THE LIBYAN ARAB REPUB- 
LIC'S ASSERTION OF A CLAIM TO THE GULF OF SIRTE AS INTER- 
NAL OR TERRITORIAL WATERS AS SET FORTH IN THAT NOTE, AND 
THE LIBYAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS NOTE VERB ALE OF 
NOVEMBER 25, 1973. 

3. QUOTE THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HEREBY INFORMS THE 
LIBYAN GOVERNMENT THAT IN THE VIEW OF THE UNITED STATES 
THE LIBYAN CLAIM TO THE GULF OF SIRTE AS LIBYAN TERRITORIAL 
OR INTERNAL WATERS IS UNACCEPTABLE AS A VIOLATION OF 
INTERNATIONAL LAW. THE LIBYAN ACTION PURPORTS TO EXTEND 
THE BOUNDARY OF LIBYAN WATERS IN THE GULF OF SIRTE NORTH- 
WARD TO A LINE APPROXIMATELY 300 MILES LONG AT A LATITUDE 
OF 32 DEGREES, 30 MINUTES, AND TO REQUIRE PRIOR PERMISSION 
FOR FOREIGN VESSELS TO ENTER THAT AREA. UNDER INTERNATION- 
AL LAW, AS CODIFIED IN THE 1958 CONVENTION ON THE TERRI- 
TORIAL SEA AND CONTIGUOUS ZONE, THE BODY OF WATER 
ENCLOSED BY THIS LINE CANNOT BE REGARDED AS THE JURIDICAL 
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INTERNAL OR TERRITORIAL WATERS OF THE LIBYAN ARAB REPUBLIC. 
NOR DOES THE GULF OF SIRTE MEET THE INTERNATIONAL LAW 
STANDARDS OF PAST OPEN, NOTORIOUS AND EFFECTIVE EXERCISE 
OF AUTHORITY, CONTINUOUS EXERCISE OF AUTHORITY, AND 
ACQUIESCENCE OF FOREIGN NATIONS NECESSARY TO BE REGARDED 
HISTORICALLY AS LIBYAN INTERNAL OR TERRITORIAL WATERS. 

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT VIEWS THE LIBYAN ACTION AS 
AN ATTEMPT TO APPROPRIATE A LARGE AREA OF THE HIGH SEAS 
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BY UNILATERAL ACTION, THEREBY ENCROACHING UPON THE LONG- 
ESTABLISHED PRINCIPLE OF FREEDOM OF THE SEAS. THIS ACTION 
IS PARTICULARLY UNFORTUNATE WHEN THE INTERNATIONAL COM- 
MUNITY IS ENGAGED IN INTENSIVE EFFORTS TO OBTAIN 
BROAD INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT ON LAW OF THE SEA ISSUES, 
INCLUDING THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF COASTAL STATE JURIS- 
DICTION. UNILATERAL ACTIONS OF THIS TYPE CAN ONLY HINDER 
THE PROCESS OF ACHIEVING AN ACCOMMODATION OF THE INTERESTS 
OF ALL NATIONS AT THE LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE. 

4. QUOTE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE POSITIONS STATED ABOVE. 

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESERVES ITS RIGHTS AND THE 
RIGHTS OF ITS NATIONALS IN THE AREA OF THE GULF OF SIRTE 
AFFECTED BY THE ACTION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF LIBYA. END 
QUOTE. 

5. ADDRESSEE EMBASSIES MAY INFORM HOST GOVERNMENTS OF 
SUBSTANCE OF USG REPLY AT YOUR DISCRETION. 

6. FOR TRIPOLI: DEPT SEES NO NEED FOR YOU TO DUPLICATE 
DEPT'S ACTION BY SENDING PARALLEL NOTE TO LARG FOREIGN 
MINISTRY, BUT YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO PROVIDE TEXT TO LARG 
SHOULD THEY REQUEST IT. KISSINGER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TERRITORIAL WATERS, INTERNATIONAL LAW, INTERNATIONAL WATERS, FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION, MARITIME LAW, LAW OF 
THE SEA, WATER BOUNDARIES, DIPLOMATIC NOTE S, SIRTE GULF 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 FEB 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE028944 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: MR. LANE/L/OA:MISS WEST 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: STATE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740238/aaaabjhg.tel 

Line Count: 138 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 MAR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <28 MAR 2002 by elyme>; APPROVED <31 MAY 2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LARG CLAIM TO GULF OF SIRTE 
TAGS: PBOR, LY, US 
To: TRIPOLI 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



